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T OWN COUNCIL





-- 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure Services Committee
Held on Monday 6th October 2025 at 7:20pm

Attendance:
Councillor J Harvey (Chair)



Councillor P Hulbert

Councillor J Borda




 Councillor S Kavanagh
	
Also Present: C Whitaker – C O’Reilly – Events Manager, J Ashton – Minute Assistant and 1 Member of the Public.

	

	L/25/10/1 Chair to Read the Fire Safety Notice and Announce that Proceedings May be Filmed or Recorded

The Chair opened the meeting, confirmed that the fire safety notice was not required to be read out and confirmed that the meeting is being recorded by the Minute Assistant.
L/25/10/2 Apologies for Absence
None noted.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Jarvis, McHugh, Nobbs and Winter.
L/25/10/3 Declaration of Member’s Interests and to Remind Councillors of the Need to Keep up to Date Their Register of Member’s Interests and to Consider Any Requests Received for Members Dispensation
None noted.  There were no requests for dispensation.
L/25/10/4 To Receive and Confirm for Accuracy the Minutes of the Leisure Services Committee Meeting Held on Monday 4th August 2025 and Any Matters Arising

Members received the minutes of the Leisure Services Committee meeting held on 4th August 2025 and Cllr Harvey made a proposal seconded by Cllr Hulbert.  A vote was taken which was unanimous and the following was agreed:
L/25/10/4.01 Resolved

That the minutes of the Leisure Services Committee meeting held on 4th August 2025 be adopted and signed as a true record by the Chair of the Leisure Services Committee.
There were no matters arising.
L/25/10/5 Public Open Session
A member of the public spoke about parking overspill in Doris Street.  The Chair reported that a residents’ permit scheme  is going to be trialled in the All Saints area and if successful this may be considered for  possible introduction in other areas.
A member of the public left the meeting at 7:27pm.
L/25/10/6 To Receive the Accounts
The draft accounts for September 2025 were received and noted.
L/25/10/7 Working Group Reports for LS
There were no reports.

L/25/10/8 Committee Membership
This item was deferred to the next meeting.
L/25/10/9 Fees

The revised hire fees for April 2026 to March 2027 were considered and Cllr Harvey made a proposal seconded by Cllr Borda.  A vote was taken which was unanimous and the following was agreed:
L/25/10/9.01 Recommendation
That the revised hire fees for NTC venues from April 2026 to March 2027 be approved.
L/25/10/10 Car Boot Sales

The dates for the car boot sales on the Several for summer 2026 were presented.  Cllr Harvey made a proposal seconded by Cllr Hulbert.  A vote was taken which was unanimous and the following was agreed:
L/25/10/10.01 Recommendation
That the dates for the car boot sales on the Severals for summer 2026 be approved as May 17th, 31st.  June 14th, 28th.  July 12th, 26th, August 9th, 16th, 23rd.
L/25/10/11 Events Update
Well-Being Week – September 2025 – Feedback: Extremely well received and attended.  More support is needed to assist with stewarding for these types of events.  It was fun to have immersive art in the gardens rather than just children’s events and it appealed to a different demographic and wider age range. 

Lexington Sister Cities Delegation Visit to Newmarket 2025 – Feedback: Kay Sargent had reached out and asked for us to schedule a weekend of Newmarket activities for the Mayor Delegation of 20 visitors. We organised the following:
Saturday: NHR Museum AM. PM Cambridgeshire Meeting at Rowley Mile Racecourse.
Sunday: Discover Newmarket Tour AM. PM Mayor’s Reception Newmarket Town Hall.
Christmas at the Severals 2025 – 3rd – 10th December 2025 - A new series of Christmas events/workshops to be held in the Pavilion with a marquee extension.  Small fair by Larry Gray with onsite security nearside of Severals.  Marquee extension with floor and fan heaters £3,000.  Thursday 4th Dec Youth Hub Xmas party 5-8pm (DJ, games, takeaway pizzas) 
A proposal was made to allocate a budget of a maximum of £1,000 from the Youth Strategy Budget for the Youth Hub Christmas party.  Cllr Harvey made a proposal seconded by Cllr Hulbert.  A vote was taken which was unanimous and the following was agreed:
L/25/10/11.01 Recommendation
That a budget of a maximum of £1,000 be allocated from the Youth Strategy Budget for the Youth Hub Christmas party.
Friday 5th Dec Newmarket Choir Singing evening 6-8pm. Wreath making workshop booked Saturday 6th Dec 2-5pm. Sunday 7th Dec Santa’s Sleigh and snow globe, Storytime and free present for each child.

Model Railway Event - Fridy 31st October 2025 2-5pm and Saturday 1st November 2025 10am-3pm in the Memorial Hall.  Ely and District Model Railway to provide exhibition of Wickham Market.

Budget: £1,000 to reimburse club for van hire and insurance of set and to provide lunch for volunteers.
Newmarket Earth Day 2026 - Saturday 25th April 2026 in the Memorial Gardens and Memorial Hall 10am to 1pm - Activities, food and entertainment with an environmental nature/bee theme. Working group formed. Animal encounter booked, facepainting, DJ, Plug In Suffolk, NSPCC.

Budget: £5,000 (with EMR contingency funding if necessary) 
Councillor Kavanagh requested to be added to the working group.
2026 Event Planning - smaller more frequent events to spread budget and undertaking, meaning no carnival this year. Current planned events: 

January - 
February - 
March - 
April – Newmarket Earth Day 

May – Maisons Lafitte Twinning visit to Newmarket 

June – Lexington, Kentucky – with Newmarket Community Choir – joint choral event 

July/August - 6 dates for Summer Entertainment next year with increased budget. Increased to 3 x face painters to deal with the demand. 

September – Possible small town event (tbc at the Extra-Ordinary Meeting on 27th October) 

October - Halloween event in half term 2026 

November – Remembrance event 

December – Christmas 2026 event(s) 
L/25/10/12 Memorial Gardens
Replacement of the NTC noticeboard was considered.  Cllr Hulbert made a proposal seconded by Cllr Harvey.  A vote was taken which was unanimous and the following was agreed:
L25/10/12.01 Recommendation

That a replacement NTC noticeboard be installed in the Memorial Gardens at a cost of £1,270.
L/25/10/13 Correspondence
None noted.
L/25/10/14 Date of Next Meeting
Monday 1st December 2025 at the Memorial Hall.
Meeting closed at 8:03pm.
Signed ______________________________      Date ______________________

Summary of Recommendations
Recommendation

Recommendation Wording

L/25/10/4.01 Resolved
That the minutes of the Leisure Services Committee meeting held on 4th August 2025 be adopted and signed as a true record by the Chair of the Leisure Services Committee.
L/25/10/9.01 Recommendation
That the revised hire fees for NTC venues from April 2026 to March 2027 be approved.
L/25/10/10.01 Recommendation
That the dates for the car boot sales on the Severals for summer 2026 be approved as May 17th, 31st.  June 14th, 28th.  July 12th, 26th, August 9th, 16th, 23rd.
L/25/10/11.01 Recommendation
That a budget of a maximum of £1,000 be allocated from the Youth Strategy Budget for the Youth Hub Christmas party.
L25/10/12.01 Recommendation
That a replacement NTC noticeboard be installed in the Memorial Gardens at a cost of £1,270.

	.



Book number 12 2025 -2026
Minutes of Leisure Services Committee held on Monday 6th October 2025

