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Minutes of the Meeting of Newmarket Town Council 
held on Monday 23rd September 2024 at 6:15 pm at the Memorial Hall
Attendance:

Councillor P Winter (Town Mayor)



Councillor J Harvey

Councillor M Anderson




Councillor R Hood

Councillor J Berry





Councillor P Hulbert
Councillor J Borda





Councillor R Nobbs

Councillor L Crissall





Councillor S Perry
Councillor A Drummond




Councillor K Yarrow
Also Present: C Whitaker – Town Clerk, J Ashton – Minute Assistant, J Schunmann – Newmarket Charitable Foundation, 1 Member of the Press and 2 Members of the Public.
	Minute
	

	24/09/1 Welcome
The Chair read the Fire safety notice and confirmed that proceedings were being recorded by the Minute Assistant and asked if anyone else intended to record the meeting.

24/09/2 Apologies for Absence – LGA 1972, Section 85(1) & (2) 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Clover, Jarvis, Jones, McHugh, Starkey and Unwin.
24/09/3 Declaration of Members Interests & to Remind Councillors of the Need to Keep up to Date Their Register of Member’s Interests and to Consider any Requests Received for Member’s Dispensation
None noted.  There were no requests for Member’s Dispensation.
24/09/4 To Receive and Confirm the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 27th August 2024 and any Matters Arising.
The minutes of the meeting held on 27th August 2024 were presented and the following amendment was made:

Page 1 – 24/08/4.01 Resolved “Mayor” was changed to “Deputy Mayor”.
The following was agreed:

24/09/4.01 Resolved
That subject to the amendment being made, the minutes of the meeting held on 27th August 2024 be adopted and signed as a correct record by the Town Mayor.
Matters arising:
Page 1 – Matters Arising - The suggested changes to the horse crossing lights at Rayes Lane are being considered and it is hoped that they will be in operation within a month.
24/09/5 Public Open Session
A member of the public raised an issue with dogs in town with no collar or lead and not being under control and asked if there are any by-laws for the town regarding the control of dogs.  Cllr Hood agreed to investigate and will report back. 
A member of the public joined the meeting.
A member of the public reported that the number 16, 10:10am Bus Service has been cancelled and the driver had reported the reason for this is that they were now servicing the school runs.  Cllr Hulbert agreed to investigate and report back.

The Chair proposed that item 15 be brought forward, and the following was agreed:
24/09/5.01 Resolved

That item 15 Outdoor Gym be brought forward.
24/09/6 Outdoor Gym

Josh gave a short presentation on the work to find a suitable location for the gym.  Locations considered were George Lambton playing fields, Rowley Drive site, Memorial Gardens and the Severals.

Each location was scored by consultees including the Police, Newmarket Trainers Group/Jockey Club Estates and existing gym users at the Racing Centre.  The Severals scored the highest and Members were asked to consider this location.  When the gym has been built and paid for, it will be handed over to NTC as the asset owners.  WSC will be responsible for monthly/yearly safety inspections and NTC for maintenance costs.
Thanks were given for the thorough report on the consultation process and confirmation will be sought regarding the 1:00pm covenant on the Severals.  The following was agreed:

24/09/6.01 Resolved

That subject to confirmation of the 1:00pm covenant for the Severals not being applicable, that an outdoor gym facility be sited on the Severals grounds; fenced with grid and a self-closing gate.  That funding is via a £20K grant from Aviva Insurance, secured originally by Yewtree Insurance, with supplements from the NTC play equipment current budget and EMR if necessary.
A PSPO dog exclusion order will be sought in due course.
Josh left the meeting.
24/09/7 Police Report
A written report was presented and noted.  A request for crime data for the previous months in a graph form was requested and this will be raised at the next meeting.
24/09/8 Councillor Reports 
SCC – Cllr Hood reported that the monthly report had been issued.
West Suffolk Council (WSC) – Cllr Yarrow reported that the Green Road park refurbishment work was not finished and should be ready by next spring.
Ward – Cllr Berry reported that any road works and traffic restrictions should be kept to a minimum time, as previously stated by the Clerk.  Recent utility work by Anglian Water on Fitzroy Street were completed by Friday afternoon and the lights were still in place until Wednesday.  The lights had stopped working for a time and traffic was flowing freely with everyone giving way where appropriate.

It was noted that permission is not required from SCC Highways for emergency utility work, and they are often not aware of temporary road closures.

A phone number is usually displayed on the works barriers and members were asked to take a note and contact Cllrs Hood or Drummond who will make further enquiries regarding the road closure times.

Outside bodies
Cllr Perry – reported that she was unable to attend the latest Suffolk Enhanced Bus Partnership meeting and the minutes will be circulated.  She had attended a BID Board meeting and Newmarket Charitable Foundation will be opening a pop-up shop facility in the former Wiggs Jewellers property.  A Newmarket Youth’s Got Talent competition will be held on 27th October 2024 at Unique and sponsored by Newmarket BID.  The illegal vape shop signage has been reported to WSC.  Cllr Hood has also reported the illegal flashing light signs. 

24/09/9 Mayors Announcements
The Mayor reported that, in addition to attending committee meetings, working groups and other meetings, her activities included the following:
Sunday 15th September- Attended the Battle of Britain Commemoration and Thanksgiving Service at St. Mary’s Church in Bury St. Edmunds.

Friday 20th September- Welcomed The Mayors of Maison-Laffite and Mesnil-Le-Roi and our guests to Newmarket, on the 70th Anniversary of our twinning.
Sunday 22nd September – Presented commemorative gifts to our French visitors at the Jockey Club.
24/09/10 To Receive the Minutes and Consider and Approve any Recommendations from the Development & Planning Committee Meetings held on 2nd & 16th September 2024
The Vice Chair of the Development & Planning Committee presented the minutes and recommendations from the Development & Planning Committee meetings held on 2nd & 16th September 2024.  There were no recommendations.

24/09/11 To Receive the Minutes and Consider and Approve any Recommendations from the Community Services Committee Meeting held on 2nd September 2024
The Cllr Harvey presented the minutes of the Community Services Committee meeting held on 2nd September 2024.

24/09/11.01 Resolved (C/24/09/7.01 Recommendation)
That the flintwork renovations to the cemetery building bell tower be approved, including a safety survey and report for the remaining parts of the building
24/09/11.02 Resolved (C/24/09/7.02 Recommendation)
That hoarding be purchased, and the essential repairs be approved as time allows over the following years until the wall structure is fully stable.

24/09/11.03 Resolved (C/24/09/8.01 Recommendation)
That the Jockey Club be engaged to crown lift the trees as required at the Severals, War Memorial Garden and Memorial Hall Garden for £2,900.
24/09/12 To Receive the Minutes and Consider and Approve any Recommendations from the Finance & Policy Committee Meeting held on 16th September 2024
The Chair of the Finance & Policy Committee presented the minutes of the Finance & Policy Committee meeting held on 16th September 2024.

24/09/12.01 Resolved (F/24/09/6.01 Recommendation)

That the ratification of the schedules of payments for the period 01/07/2024 – 31/07/2024 and 01/08/2024 – 31/08/2024 (Cash Book 1 - 5) be received and adopted.
24/09/12.02 Resolved (F/24/09/9.01 Recommendation)
That the grant application from NEXUS CIC for £500 be approved, subject to the receipt of requested documents.
24/09/12.03 Resolved (F/24/09/9.02 Recommendation)
That the application from BID for the sponsorship of the Christmas Lights Switch-On event on 22nd November 2024 for £500 be approved.
24/09/13 Working Group Reports
Market Working Group – the minutes of the meeting held on 5th August 2024 and 9th September were received and noted.  Further meetings are due to be held and this item is deferred for discussion until that time.
24/09/14 Funding for Teen Chill
The annual funding for a Teen Chill Worker was reviewed and the following was agreed:
24/09/14.01 Resolved

That the increased funding to Abbeygate Leisure for the current year at the increased amount of £2,390 – with a virement of £662 from account 4114/101 be approved and that notice be given that this will be the last year of top up funding and the new figure of £2,390 will be caried forward to next and further years’ budgets.
24/09/15 Railway Station
Further talks have been held for the £10,000 grant money.  Suggestions include secure parking for cycles, a defibrillator and an upgrade to the map at the entrance to the station.  Funding from other sources will also be sought.
Newmarket Vision group are asking for funding for parking/charging of electric bikes.
Railscape Ltd confirmed that they attend to the weeds on the approach road every 4 weeks.  Their next visit is on 27th September and the site will be monitored going forward.
24/09/16 Newmarket Neighbourhood Plan
Newmarket Conservation Area – WSC will be requested to review the Conservation Area to correct any errors and exclusions.
Spend Density Review – this may be commissioned to identify local potential spend capability and how it matches local retail provision further details are awaited.
NNP Public Consultation – a public consultation will be held in the Memorial Hall on 27th and 28th September 2024.  Banners have been displayed at the Memorial Hall and Severals and there is a rota for Members to book slots to cover both days.
24/09/17 Newmarket Town Guide

A report with a proposal from Micropress Printers Ltd to produce a Newmarket Town Guide at no cost to NTC was considered.  Town Clerk was asked to invite them to the next meeting to provide further information.
24/09/18 Flagship

Information regarding Flagship developments in Newmarket was noted and they have offered to give a presentation on the findings of their consultations with residents. Town Clerk was asked to invite Flagship to the next meeting.
2 Members of the public left the meeting.
24/09/19 Correspondence
WSC Draft Housing, Homelessness Reduction and Rough Sleeping Strategy - was noted.

Rutland Arms – WSC confirmed that there would be no compulsory purchase of the building and they would explore the issues with the building’s owners to get a better understanding of the issues and if there are any elements that WSC could help with.
Twinning Visit - The Mayor gave special thanks to NTC staff for their hard work to make the Twinning visit a huge success, including the return of the former Events Manager who turned up to lend a hand.  Thanks were also given to the Heath Court Hotel for accommodating them.

24/09/20 Date of the next Meeting

Monday 28th October 2024 in the Memorial Hall at 6:15pm.
Meeting closed at 7:38pm
Signed: _____Cllr Winter___________                           Date: _______28/10/24_____________

	

	
	


Summary of Resolutions
	Resolution
	Resolution Wording

	24/09/6.01 Resolved
	That subject to confirmation of the 1:00pm covenant for the Severals not being applicable, that an outdoor gym facility be sited on the Severals grounds; fenced with grid and a self-closing gate.  That funding is via a £20K grant from Aviva Insurance, secured originally by Yewtree Insurance, with supplements from the NTC play equipment current budget and EMR if necessary.

	24/09/11.01 Resolved (C/24/09/7.01 Recommendation)
	That the flintwork renovations to the cemetery building bell tower be approved, including a safety survey and report for the remaining parts of the building.

	24/09/11.02 Resolved (C/24/09/7.02 Recommendation)
	That hoarding be purchased, and the essential repairs be approved as time allows over the following years until the wall structure is fully stable.

	24/09/11.03 Resolved (C/24/09/8.01 Recommendation)
	That the Jockey Club be engaged to crown lift the trees as required at the Severals, War Memorial Garden and Memorial Hall Garden for £2,900.

	24/09/12.01 Resolved (F/24/09/6.01 Recommendation)
	That the ratification of the schedules of payments for the period 01/07/2024 – 31/07/2024 and 01/08/2024 – 31/08/2024 (Cash Book 1 - 5) be received and adopted.

	24/09/12.02 Resolved (F/24/09/9.01 Recommendation)
	That the grant application from NEXUS CIC for £500 be approved, subject to the receipt of requested documents.

	24/09/12.03 Resolved (F/24/09/9.02 Recommendation)
	That the application from BID for the sponsorship of the Christmas Lights Switch-On event on 22nd November 2024 for £500 be approved.

	24/09/14.01 Resolved
	That the increased funding to Abbeygate Leisure for the current year at the increased amount of £2,390 – with a virement of £662 from account 4114/101 be approved and that notice be given that this will be the last year of top up funding and the new figure of £2,390 will be caried forward to next and further years’ budgets.
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