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Minutes of the Meeting of Newmarket Town Council  

held on Monday 28th February 2022 at 6:15pm at the Memorial Hall 
Attendance: 
Councillor M Jefferys (Town Mayor)   Councillor D Hall   
Councillor J Borda      Councillor R Hood 
Councillor J Clover      Councillor J Lay 
Councillor L Crissall      Councillor C O’Neill 
Councillor A Drummond     Councillor K Yarrow   
              
Also Present: C Whitaker – Town Clerk, Member of the Press and  10 Members of the Public. 

Minute  

22/02/1 Welcome 
The Chairman opened the meeting and read out the Fire Safety Notice and confirmed that 
proceedings were being recorded. 
 

22/02/2 Apologies for Absence – LGA 1972, Section 85(1) & (2)  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Berry, De’Ath, Ferries, Harvey, Hulbert &Winter. 
Cllr Anderson was absent. 
 

22/02/3 Declaration of Members Interests & to Remind Councillors of the Need to Keep up 
to Date Their Register of Member’s Interests and to Consider any Requests 
Received for Member’s Dispensation 
Councillor O’Neill declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 15.  There were no member 
dispensation requests.  
 

22/02/4 To Receive and Confirm the Minutes of the Town Council Meetings held on 31st 
January 2022 and any Matters Arising. 
The minutes of the meeting held on 31st January 2022 were presented and the following 
was agreed: 
 
22/02/4.01 Resolved 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 31st January 2022 be adopted and signed as 
a correct record by the Town Mayor. 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 

22/02/5 Public Open Session 
A resident spoke against the proposed bingo hall application on the High Street, raising 
concerns that it was a slot machine venue rather than a bingo hall and would be the entry 
level for young people into gambling.  It is also taking up a prime High Street space.  He 
urged NTC to look at this matter very closely as he was of the opinion that it could cause 
harm to vulnerable people. 
 
A group spoke regarding the current humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.  They are organising 
specific items to be sent to Poland for refugees crossing the border there.  They requested 
NTC assistance of a place to organise collection and sorting of donated items.  The 
Memorial Hall could be made available to them when free and publicity given. 
 
Freckenham Parish Councillor, Andrew Douch, spoke regarding the Sunnica Energy 
Farm application, giving details of the forthcoming examination and how to register as an 
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‘interested party’.  He also gave information regarding the Parish Council Alliance 
(Sunnica Group). 
 
Four members of the public left the meeting. 
 

22/02/6 Sunnica Energy Farm 
The response to the consultation from SCC was discussed and the following was agreed: 
 
22/02/6.01 Resolved 
That NTC registers as an ‘interested party’ against the Sunnica Energy Farm with 
the opportunity to participate later in hearings and further consultations. 
 

22/02/7 Councillor Reports  
Suffolk County Council (SCC) – Cllr Drummond reported that the SCC budget has been 
approved, including an environmental budget as well as a financial one. 
 
West Suffolk Council (WSC) – Cllr Lay reported that he sat on the Markets Committee 
at WSC and that he had been looking at models of other markets in the area.  The model 
of the Saffron Walden market (run by the town) is an example of how to bring a thriving 
market back to Newmarket. 
 
West Suffolk Council (WSC) – Cllr Drummond: in his role as Portfolio Holder for 
Regulatory and Environment reported that WSC is on target to be carbon neutral by 2030 
and also to meet some of its earlier targets for 2026, that WSC intends to consult on 
changes to its Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Conditions Policy Handbook between 
23/3/22 and 18/5/22; consultation being with all stakeholders and public on three areas, 
Wheelchair accessible vehicle (WAV) provision, the impact of merging taxi zones and 
the age of the fleet. 
 
Ward – Cllr Hall reported that he had attended a meeting of the Forest Heath Parishes 
Alliance Group on 26/2/22, the minutes of which will be circulated once received. 
 
Outside bodies – There was nothing to report. 
 

22/02/8 Mayors Announcements 
The Mayor reported that in addition to attending committee meetings, working groups 
and other meetings, he had been on Radio Suffolk on 11/2/22 to talk about Newmarket’s 
plans for the Platinum Jubilee and had unveiled the plaque in memory of the victims of 
the bombing in the High Street at the Bombing Exhibition event at the Memorial Hall on 
18/2/22 – a successful event which the Town Council had provided whilst working with 
the Newmarket Local History Society. 
 

22/02/9 To Receive the Minutes and Consider any Recommendations from the D&P 
Committee Meetings held on 7th and 21st February 2022 
The Mayor presented the minutes and recommendations from the Development & 
Planning Committee meetings held on 7th and 21st February 2022. 
 
22/02/9.01 Resolved (D/22/02/26.01 Recommendation) 
The Committee requested that the application be tested against the East Cambs Horse 
Racing Policy. 
 

22/02/10 To Receive the Minutes and Consider any Recommendations from the Community & 
Leisure Services Committee Meeting held on 7th February 2022 
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The Chairman of the Community and Leisure Services Committee presented the minutes 
and recommendations of the Community & Leisure Services Committee meeting held on 
7th February 2022. 
 
22/02/10.01 Resolved (CL/22/02/7.01 Recommendation) 
That the increased Cemetery fees be approved. 
 
22/02/10.02 Resolved (CL/22/02/7.02 Recommendation) 
That the quote from Abbey Memorial Stoneworks to carry out memorial safety 
testing be approved. 
 
22/02/10.03 Resolved (CL/22/02/8.01 Recommendation) 
That the existing SLA with West Suffolk Council be extended to 31/03/2023 (with 
that the grass cutting of the Severals being removed from the contract), subject to 
monthly reports being provided and that monthly meetings are held between the 
Town Council and WSC. 
 
22/02/10.04 Resolved (CL/22/0/8.02 Recommendation) 
That tender documents be prepared and sent out January 2023 for the 2023/2224 
fiscal year. 
 
22/02/10.05 Resolved (CL/22/02/9.01 Recommendation) 
That a meeting be held with a listed buildings architect to explore further options at 
a rate of £80 per hour. 
 
22/02/10.06 Resolved (CL/22/02/10.01 Recommendation) 
That bunting be installed along the High Street for the Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations. 
 
22/02/10.07 Resolved (CL/22/02/11.01 Recommendation) 
That a letter of support for this request be sent to SCC Cllr Drummond for him to 
carry this request forward. 
 
22/02/10.08 Resolved (CL/22/02/13.01 Recommendation) 
That the quote from Crash Cleaners Ltd for weekend safety checks and clean-up of 
the Memorial Gardens and the Severals be approved. 
 
22/02/10.09 Resolved (CL/22/02/14.01 Recommendation) 
That subject to an acceptable quote being received, the Jockey Club Estates be 
contracted to cut and maintain the grass at the Severals. 
 
22/02/10.10 Resolved (CL/22/02/15.01 Recommendation) 
That no further Oktoberfest events be held on the Severals. 
 
22/02/10.11 Resolved (CL/22/02/15.02 Recommendation) 
That the total costs for the event at £850 +VAT be approved and that banners are 
included. 
 
22/02/10.12 Resolved (CL/22/02/15.03 Recommendation) 
That the Memorial Hall be offered free of charge for the jigsaw competition on 
Sunday 19th June 2022. 
 

22/02/11 To Receive the Minutes and Consider any Recommendations from the 
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Neighbourhood Plan Committee Meetings held on 14th February 2022 
The Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee presented the minutes and 
recommendations from the Neighbourhood Plan Committee meetings held on 14th 
February 2022. 
 
22/02/11.01 Resolved (N/22/02/9.01 Recommendation) 
That the 2 Working Groups from the D&P and NNP Committees for Public Rights 
of Way be consolidated and report to the NNP Committee. That the members of the 
PROW Working Group are Cllrs Hall Drummond, Ferries, O’Neill and that 2 
members of the public be invited to the membership. 
 
22/02/11.02 Resolved (N/22/02/10.01 Recommendation) 
That the West Suffolk Local Plan consultation be informed that NTC will be making 
a presentation to lobby for a change to the St Felix school site housing allocation and 
request that it is changed to zero to allow adequate space for a Community Sports 
Hub. 
 

22/02/12 To Receive the Minutes and Consider any Recommendations from the Human 
Resources Committee Meetings held on 14th February 2022 
The Vice Chairman of the Human Resources Committee presented the minutes and 
recommendations from the Human Resources Committee meetings held on 14th February 
2022.   
There were no recommendations. 
 

22/02/13 To Receive the Minutes and Consider any Recommendations from the F&P 
Committee Meetings held on 21tt February 2022 
The Chairman of the Finance & Policy Committee presented the minutes and 
recommendations from the Finance & Policy Committee meetings held on 21st February 
2022. 
 
22/02/13.01 Resolved (F/22/02/6.01 Recommendation) 
That the ratification of the schedules of payments for the period 01/12/2021 – 
31/12/2021 (Cash Book 1 - 4) be received and adopted. 
 
22/02/13.02 Resolved (F/22/02/9.01 Recommendation) 
That NTC prefer scenario B and would not object to having an odd number of 
Councillors. If this cannot be facilitated, then a request for a hybrid scenario D to 
retain Freshfields, Severals and All Saints and use Newmarket North and 
Newmarket West for the other two wards be submitted to West Suffolk Council. 
 
22/02/13.03 Resolved (F/22/02/10.01 Recommendation) 
That the request to print a book about Newmarket be considered when a Town 
Museum is established. 
 
22/02/13.04 Resolved (F/22/02/11.01 Recommendation) 
That due to a lack of budget, the request not be approved and that an inventory be 
taken to locate the number of defibrillators held in town and to note who is 
responsible for them to formulate a NTC Policy on maintaining defibrillators. 
 

22/02/14 Suffolk Constabulary 
The monthly PCSO report was received and noted. 
 
Councillor Lay had attended a meeting with the Police and Crime Commissioner recently 
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and had attempted to address the inconsistencies surrounding funding sources for PCSOs 
in Suffolk. 

 
22/02/15 Parking Working Group Report 

Information was received that WSC have been asked to refine the proposals based on the 
survey results for the All Saint’s residents’ parking zone. 
 

22/02/16 Chair Person’s Training 
The dates of the SALC training for Chairmen were confirmed and noted as follows: 
29th September 2022 – module one – Chairing a meeting 
20th October 2022 – module two – Professional conduct 
3rd November 2022 – module three – Communication 
10th November 2022 – module 4 – Community engagement 
 

Cllr R Hood declared an interest in the following item and abstained from voting. 
22/02/17 Application for Gambling Licence 

The West Suffolk response on the NTC objections to the Licence Application from 
Merkur Slots stated that any objection needed to focus on the three licensing objectives 
and that the NTC objections were not taken into account.  It was noted that a Change of 
Use planning application for the property is imminent.  The following was agreed: 
 
22/02/17.01 Resolved 
That NTC request that this licence application be considered and determined by 
WSC members and not delegated to WSC Officers. 
 

22/02/18 Cemetery Regulations 
The amended Cemetery Regulations were considered and the following was agreed: 
 
22/02/18.01 Resolved 
That the amended Cemetery Regulations be adopted and applied from 1st April 
2022. 
 

Cllr O’Neill declared an interest in the following item and abstained from voting 
22/02/19 Lexington Link 

A verbal update was given on the ‘Horse-mania painting project’.  A local artist, with a 
proposal supplied for the project had been found and the following was agreed: 
 
22/02/19.01 Resolved 
That Nick O’Neill represents NTC at the LexArts 2022 event. 
 

22/02/20 Correspondence 
The Mayor read out a letter from the Royal Names Team at the Cabinet Office which 
informed that NTC’s application for a Royal title for the town of Newmarket had been 
rejected; a disappointing outcome for everyone.  A vote of thanks to all involved in the 
preparation of the document was proposed and the following was agreed: 
 
22/02/20.01 Resolved 
That a vote of thanks be given to Rachel Wood, Newmarket Horse-Racing Museum, 
Alison Hayes, Sandra Easom and NTC Mayor.  That NTC builds on the information 
in the document, show-casing its Royal connections. 
 

22/02/21 Date of the next Meeting 
Monday 28th March 2022 in the Memorial Hall. 
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22/02/22 Items for the next Agenda 

None noted. 
 

Meeting closed at 7.36pm 
 
Signed by the Chairman                        Date: 28th March 2022 
 
  

Summary of Resolutions 
 

Resolution Resolution Wording 
22/02/06.01 Resolved That NTC registers as an ‘interested party’ against the 

Sunnica Energy Farm with the opportunity to 
participate later in hearings and further consultations. 

22/02/9.01 Resolved (D/22/02/26.01 
Recommendation) 

The Committee requested that the application be tested 
against the East Cambs Horse Racing Policy. 

22/02/10.01 Resolved (CL/22/02/7.01 
Recommendation) 

That the increased Cemetery fees be approved. 

22/02/10.02 Resolved (CL/22/02/7.02 
Recommendation) 

That the quote from Abbey Memorial Stoneworks to 
carry out memorial safety testing be approved. 

22/02/10.03 Resolved (CL/22/02/8.01 
Recommendation) 

That the existing SLA with West Suffolk Council be 
extended to 31/03/2023 (with that the grass cutting of the 
Severals being removed from the contract), subject to 
monthly reports being provided and that monthly 
meetings are held between the Town Council and WSC. 

22/02/10.04 Resolved (CL/22/02/8.02 
Recommendation) 

That tender documents be prepared and sent out 
January 2023 for the 2023/2224 fiscal year. 

22/02/10.05 Resolved (CL/22/02/9.01 
Recommendation) 

That a meeting be held with a listed buildings architect 
to explore further options at a rate of £80 per hour. 

22/02/10.06 Resolved (CL/22/02/10.01 
Recommendation) 

That bunting be installed along the High Street for the 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations. 

22/02/10.07 Resolved (CL/22/02/11.01 
Recommendation) 

That a letter of support for this request be sent to SCC 
Cllr Drummond for him to carry this request forward. 

22/02/10.08 Resolved (CL/22/02/13.01 
Recommendation) 

That the quote from Crash Cleaners Ltd for weekend 
safety checks and clean-up of the Memorial Gardens and 
the Severals be approved. 

22/02/10.09 Resolved (CL/22/02/14.01 
Recommendation) 

That subject to an acceptable quote being received, the 
Jockey Club Estates be contracted to cut and maintain 
the grass at the Severals. 

22/02/1.10 Resolved (CL/22/02/15.01 
Recommendation) 

That no further Oktoberfest events be held on the 
Severals. 

22/02/10.11 Resolved (CL/22/02/15.02 
Recommendation) 

That the total costs for the event at £850 +VAT be 
approved and that banners are included. 

22/02/10.12 Resolved (CL/22/02/15.03 
Recommendation) 

That the Memorial Hall be offered free of charge for the 
jigsaw competition on Sunday 19th June 2022. 

22/02/11.01 Resolved (N/22/02/9.01 
Recommendation) 

That the 2 Working Groups from the D&P and NNP 
Committees for Public Rights of Way be consolidated 
and report to the NNP Committee. That the members of 
the PROW Working Group are Cllrs Hall Drummond, 
Ferries, O’Neill and that 2 members of the public be 
invited to the membership. 



Book Number 88 2021 -2022 
Minutes of the meeting of Newmarket Town Council held on Monday 28th February 2022 

22/02/11.02 Resolved (N/22/02/10.01 
Recommendation) 

That the West Suffolk Local Plan consultation be 
informed that NTC will be making a presentation to 
lobby for a change to the St Felix school site housing 
allocation and request that it is changed to zero to allow 
adequate space for a Community Sports Hub. 

22/02/13.01 Resolved (F/22/02/6.01 
Recommendation) 

That the ratification of the schedules of payments for the 
period 01/12/2021 – 31/12/2021 (Cash Book 1 - 4) be 
received and adopted. 

22/02/13.02 Resolved (F/22/02/9.01 
Recommendation) 

That NTC prefer scenario B and would not object to 
having an odd number of Councillors. If this cannot be 
facilitated, then a request for a hybrid scenario D to 
retain Freshfields, Severals and All Saints and use 
Newmarket North and Newmarket West for the other 
two wards be submitted to West Suffolk Council. 

22/02/13.03 Resolved (F/22/02/10.01 
Recommendation) 

That the request to print a book about Newmarket be 
considered when a Town Museum is established. 

22/02/13.04 Resolved (F/22/02/11.01 
Recommendation) 

That due to a lack of budget, the request not be 
approved and that an inventory be taken to locate the 
number of defibrillators held in town and to note who is 
responsible for them to formulate a NTC Policy on 
maintaining defibrillators. 

22/02/17.01 Resolved That NTC request that this licence application be 
considered and determined by WSC members and not 
delegated to WSC Officers. 

22/02/18.01 Resolved That the amended Cemetery Regulations be adopted 
and applied from 1st April 2022. 

22/02/19.01 Resolved That Nick O’Neill represents NTC at the LexArts 2022 
event. 

22/02/20.01 Resolved That a vote of thanks be given to Rachel Wood, 
Newmarket Horse-Racing Museum, Alison Hayes, 
Sandra Easom and NTC Mayor.  That NTC builds on 
the information in the document, show-casing its Royal 
connections. 
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