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Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure Services Committee 
Held on Monday 1st July 2019 at 7.15 pm at the Memorial Hall Newmarket 

 
Attendance: 
Councillor J De’Ath (Chairman)     Councillor Hulbert 
Councillor A Drummond     Councillor J Lay  
Councillor R Hood          
          
Also Present: Bobby Bennett – TCM, Christy Argyroudi – Events Manager, Julie Ashton – 
Minute Assistant and 2Members of the Press, 3 Cricket Club Representatives and 1 Member of 
the Public. 

Minute Action by 
 

L/19/07/1 CHAIRMAN TO READ FIRE SAFETY NOTICE AND ANNOUNCE 
THAT PROCEEDINGS MAY BE FILMED OR RECORDED 
The Chairman opened the meeting and read out the Fire Safety briefing and 
the announcement that proceedings may be filmed or recorded. 
 

L/19/07/2 APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Cooke and Lindsay. 

 
L/19/07/3 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTERESTS & TO REMIND 

COUNCILLORS OF THE NEED TO KEEP UP TO DATE THEIR 
REGISTER OF MEMBER’S INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY 
REQUESTS RECEIVED FOR MEMBER’S DISPENSATION 
None noted. 

 
L/19/07/4 TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

MONDAY 3RD JUNE 2019 
Members received the minutes of the Leisure Services Committee meeting 
held on 3rd June 2019 and the following was agreed: 
 
L/19/07/4.01 Resolved 
That the minutes of the Leisure Services Committee meeting held on 13th  
May 2019 be adopted and signed as a true record by the Chairman of the 
Leisure Services Committee. 
 
There were no matters arising. 

 
L/19/07/5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ‘AN INVITATION TO MEMBERS OF 

THE PUBLIC TO PUT QUESTIONS/STATEMENTS OF NOT MORE 
T/HAN 3 MINUTES DURATION.  NO RESOLUTIONS CAN BE 
MADE BUT COUNCILLORS ARE VERY HAPPY FOR MATTERS 
RELATING TO THE TOWN TO BE BROUGHT TO THEIR 
ATTENTION 
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None noted. 
 
The Chairman proposed that item 15 b) be brought forward and the following 
was agreed: 
 
L/19/07/5.01 Resolved 
That item 15 b) Cricket facilities be brought forward. 

 
L/19/07/6 CORRESPONDENCE – CRICKET FACILITIES 

Three cricket representatives requested permission to regularly hire the 
Pavilion and Severals to establish a hub for cricket teams to play in a league.  
TCM advised that there were health and safety issues as the Severals were 
close to the road.  The Mayor welcomed their enthusiasm to bring cricket 
back to Newmarket and advised that the George Lambton playing field would 
be a better venue as it was bigger with free parking and the changing facilities 
had recently been renovated. 
 
The representatives were advised to check out the facilities at the George 
Lambton playing field and the following was agreed: 
 
L/19/07/6.01 Resolved 
That the Committee support the aspiration to bring cricket back to 
Newmarket and would take the request to West Suffolk. 
 
The representatives thanked the Committee for their support and left the 
meeting. 
 

A member of the Press left the meeting 
L/19/07/7 TO REVIEW THE COMMITTEE’S TERNS OF REFERENCE 

The Terms of Reference were reviewed and the following was agreed: 
 
C/19/07/7.01 Recommendation 
That the Terms of Reference for the Leisure Services Committee be 
adopted. 
 

L/19/07/8 TO REVIEW INCOME & EXPENDITURE FOR MAY 2019 
TCM advised that income and expenditure reports for May 2019 would be 
circulated on Thursday following the end of month closure. 
 

L/19/07/9 TO REVIEW THE BOOKINGS EVENT STAFFING AND 
REQUIREMENTS 
The Events Manager advised that there had been no further bookings and no 
cancelations for July 2019.  There were no staffing requirements.  The 
numbers attending the Tea Dance had declined recently and the Events 
Manager would compare the figures with last year’s figures.  She would be 
attending a school concert and would take the opportunity to promote the Tea 
Dance. 
 
The visitor figures for the Memorial Gardens were noted and the Committee 



 
Minutes of Leisure Services Committee held on 1st July 2019 

 
Page 3 of 4 

were pleased to note that it was very popular. 
 

L/19/07/10 WEST SUFFOLK PLAY SAFETY REPORT 
TCM advised that items identified were all low risk with 1 item outstanding to 
tweak the spring on the gate to make it close quicker. 
 

L/19/07/11 TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE CARNIVAL 2019 
The Events Manager advised that the organisers had signed the amended 
agreement and that the risk assessment was expected to be received tomorrow.  
A meeting would be held following the Carnival on Saturday to review the 
event. 
 

L/19/07/12 TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE MEMORIAL GARDENS 
TCM advised that there was 1 item outstanding to install a canopy at the 
sensory wall and that a company had been asked to design a bespoke canopy.  
A budget was available for this item. 
 

L/19/07/13 SUN LANE 
Members were advised that efforts should be made to enhance Sun Lane and a 
proposal was made to install follower boxes, seating and wrought iron flower 
arches.  The proposal was considered and the following was agreed: 
 
L/19/07/13.01 Resolved 
That a feasibility study be conducted to install flower boxes, seating and 
wrought iron flower arches. 
 
TCM would check to see if there were Section 106 funds available for the 
flower arches.  It was noted that the Heritage Centre were looking to 
compliment the Memorial Garden project and provide further facilities for 
children.  This offer would be followed up. 
 

L/19/07/14 TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON TWINNING 
The Events Manager advised that a welcome reception would be held for the 
USA students on 19th July 2019 and NTC would provide catering and games 
in the Memorial Garden.  Invitations would be sent to all Cllrs. 
 
The Events Manager advised that fixed dates would be established for the 
friendship trip and that Newmarket would host the trip for 2020 on the last 
bank holiday in May 2020.  A coach would be hired for a day trip with lunch 
being provided and host families would be sought for accommodation.  The 
trip to France in 2021 would be on the first weekend in June.  The association 
currently had 35 members and efforts would be made to increase the numbers 
and flyers would be printed to promote the event. 
 
TCM would speak to Newmarket Academy to get the students involved and a 
mid-year fund raising event would be organised.  The French Choir would be 
visiting on 2nd or 9th May 2020 and tying this in with the friendship trip would 
be looked at.  The Choir had requested the use of the Memorial Hall for a 
concert and the Chairman would speak to the Musical Director of the 



 
Minutes of Leisure Services Committee held on 1st July 2019 

 
Page 4 of 4 

Newmarket Choir. 
 

L/19/07/15 TO CONSIDER PLANS FOR THE WINTER WONDERLAND 2019 
The Events Manager advised that the meeting with the Chairman and TCM 
had come up with a proposal to hold a 1 day event on Saturday 14th December 
2019.  A Christmas market would be located in the Memorial Garden and 
would include 10-15 wooden chalet stalls decorated with Christmas lights.  
Local suppliers would be approached to hire the stalls free of charge to offer a 
quality range of Christmas treats and gifts.  Entertainment from local groups 
and other professionals would be sought to enhance the event.  A Christmas 
LEGO/brick workshop would also be held in the Memorial Hall.  Costs for 
the event would be below the set budget. 
 
A proposal was made to consider changing the date to 21st December and the 
Events Manager would check availability and report back. 
 

L/19/07/16 CORRESPONDENCE 
• Cricket practice net – a request to purchase the practice nets was considered 
and politely declined at this time.  A full inventory of cricket equipment held 
would be taken. 

 
L/19/07/17 TO NOTE ANY ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 

• Winter Wonderland 2019 
• Carnival 2019 
• Sun Lane 
• Twinning 
• Tea Dance 
 

L/19/07/18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 5th August 2019 in the Memorial Hall 

 
 
 
Meeting closed at 8:25pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed ______________________________      Date _________________________ 
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